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A fascinating look at a Zen convent throughout its history.

Zen Sanctuary of Purple Robes examines the affairs of Rinzai Zen’s T?keiji Convent, founded in 1285 by
nun Kakusan Shid? after the death of her husband, H?j? Tokimune. It traces the convent’s history through
seven centuries, including the early nuns’ Zen practice; Abbess Y?d?’s imperial lineage with nuns in purple
robes; Hideyori’s seven-year-old daughter—later to become the convent’s twentieth abbess, Tenshu—spared
by Tokugawa Ieyasu at the Battle for Osaka Castle; T?keiji as “divorce temple” during the mid-Edo period
and a favorite topic of senryu satirical verse; the convent’s gradual decline as a functioning nunnery but its
continued survival during the early Meiji persecution of Buddhism; and its current prosperity. The work
includes translations, charts, illustrations, bibliographies, and indices. Beyond such historical details, the
authors emphasize the convent’s “inclusivist” Rinzai Zen practice in tandem with the nearby Engakuji
Temple. The rationale for this “inclusivism” is the continuing acceptance of the doctrine of “Skillful Means”
(h?ben) as expressed in the Lotus Sutra—a notion repudiated or radically reinterpreted by most of the
Kamakura reformers. In support of this contention, the authors include a complete translation of the Mirror
for Women by Kakusan’s contemporary, Muj? Ichien.

Sachiko Kaneko Morrell is retired from her position as East Asian Librarian at Washington University in St.
Louis.

Robert E. Morrell is Professor Emeritus of Japanese Literature and Buddhism at Washington University in
St. Louis and the author of Sand and Pebbles (Shasekishu): The Tales of Muju Ichien, A Voice for Pluralism
in Kamakura Buddhism, also published by SUNY Press, and Early Kamakura Buddhism: A Minority Report.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Walsh:

The experience that you get from Zen Sanctuary of Purple Robes: Japan's Tokeiji Convent Since 1285 will
be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Zen Sanctuary of Purple Robes: Japan's Tokeiji
Convent Since 1285 giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can
go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Zen Sanctuary
of Purple Robes: Japan's Tokeiji Convent Since 1285 instantly.

Sang Weems:

Precisely why? Because this Zen Sanctuary of Purple Robes: Japan's Tokeiji Convent Since 1285 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.

Mary Bolinger:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Zen Sanctuary of Purple Robes:
Japan's Tokeiji Convent Since 1285 is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Carolyn Foley:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is named of book Zen Sanctuary of Purple Robes: Japan's Tokeiji Convent Since 1285. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make
an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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