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For 250 years, the Turkic Muslims of Altishahr?the vast desert region to the northwest of Tibet?have led an
uneasy existence under Chinese rule. Today they call themselves Uyghurs, and they have cultivated a sense
of history and identity that challenges Beijing’s official national narrative. Rian Thum argues that the roots
of this history run deeper than recent conflicts, to a time when manuscripts and pilgrimage dominated
understandings of the past. Beyond broadening our knowledge of tensions between the Uyghurs and the
Chinese government, this meditation on the very concept of history probes the limits of human interaction
with the past.

Uyghur historical practice emerged from the circulation of books and people during the Qing Dynasty, when
crowds of pilgrims listened to history readings at the tombs of Islamic saints. Over time, amid long journeys
and moving rituals, at oasis markets and desert shrines, ordinary readers adapted community-authored
manuscripts to their own needs. In the process they created a window into a forgotten Islam, shaped by the
veneration of local saints.

Partly insulated from the rest of the Islamic world, the Uyghurs constructed a local history that is at once
unique and assimilates elements of Semitic, Iranic, Turkic, and Indic traditions?the cultural imports of Silk
Road travelers. Through both ethnographic and historical analysis, The Sacred Routes of Uyghur History
offers a new understanding of Uyghur historical practices, detailing the remarkable means by which this
people reckons with its past and confronts its nationalist aspirations in the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

The particular book The Sacred Routes of Uyghur History will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new
book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Sacred Routes of Uyghur History is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Charlie Bowers:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is The Sacred Routes of Uyghur History.

Dominic Maddock:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Sacred Routes of Uyghur
History that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could
pick The Sacred Routes of Uyghur History become your current starter.

Louis Trent:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Sacred Routes of Uyghur History
is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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