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“Gee, Joan, if only you were French and male and dead.” —New York art dealer to Joan Mitchell, the 1950s

She was a steel heiress from the Midwest—Chicago and Lake Forest (her grandfather built Chicago’s
bridges and worked for Andrew Carnegie). She was a daughter of the American Revolution—Anglo-Saxon,
Republican, Episcopalian.

She was tough, disciplined, courageous, dazzling, and went up against the masculine art world at its most
entrenched, made her way in it, and disproved their notion that women couldn’t paint.

Joan Mitchell is the first full-scale biography of the abstract expressionist painter who came of age in the
1950s, ’60s, and ’70s; a portrait of an outrageous artist and her struggling artist world, painters making their
way in the second part of America’s twentieth century.

As a young girl she was a champion figure skater, and though she lacked balance and coordination,
accomplished one athletic triumph after another, until giving up competitive skating to become a painter.

Mitchell saw people and things in color; color and emotion were the same to her. She said, “I use the past to
make my pic[tures] and I want all of it and even you and me in candlelight on the train and every ‘lover’ I’ve
ever had—every friend—nothing closed out. It’s all part of me and I want to confront it and sleep with
it—the dreams—and paint it.”

Her work had an unerring sense of formal rectitude, daring, and discipline, as well as delicacy, grace, and
awkwardness.

Mitchell exuded a young, smoky, tough glamour and was thought of as “sexy as hell.”

Albers writes about how Mitchell married her girlhood pal, Barnet Rosset, Jr.—scion of a financier who was
head of Chicago’s Metropolitan Trust and partner of Jimmy Roosevelt. Rosset went on to buy Grove Press in
1951, at Mitchell’s urging, and to publish Henry Miller, Samuel Beckett, Jean Genet, Jack Kerouac, Allen
Ginsberg, et al., making Grove into the great avant-garde publishing house of its time.

Mitchell’s life was messy and reckless: in New York and East Hampton carousing with de Kooning, Frank
O’Hara, James Schuyler, Jane Freilicher, Franz Kline, Helen Frankenthaler, and others; going to clambakes,
cocktail parties, softball games—and living an entirely different existence in Paris and Vétheuil.

Mitchell’s inner life embraced a world beyond her own craft, especially literature . . . her compositions were
informed by imagined landscapes or feelings about places.

In Joan Mitchell, Patricia Albers brilliantly reconstructs the painter’s large and impassioned life: her growing
prominence as an artist; her marriage and affairs; her friendships with poets and painters; her extraordinary
work.

Joan Mitchell re-creates the times, the people, and her worlds from the 1920s through the 1990s and brings it



all spectacularly to life.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Patton:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Joan Mitchell:
Lady Painter suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Joan Mitchell: Lady Painteris one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

William Pak:

The guide with title Joan Mitchell: Lady Painter includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can
get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in
this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Kay Roberts:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Joan Mitchell: Lady Painter why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Mike Edwards:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is identified as of book Joan Mitchell: Lady Painter. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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