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Beginning in 1945, America rocketed through a quarter-century of extraordinary economic growth,
experiencing an amazing boom that soared to unimaginable heights in the 1960s. At one point, in the late
1940s, American workers produced 57 percent of the planet's steel, 62 percent of the oil, 80 percent of the
automobiles. The U.S. then had three-fourths of the world's gold supplies. English Prime Minister Edward
Heath later said that the United States in the post-War era enjoyed "the greatest prosperity the world has ever
known." It was a boom that produced a national euphoria, a buoyant time of grand expectations and an
unprecedented faith in our government, in our leaders, and in the American dream--an optimistic spirit which
would be shaken by events in the '60s and '70s, and particularly by the Vietnam War.

Now, in Grand Expectations, James T. Patterson has written a highly readable and balanced work that
weaves the major political, cultural, and economic events of the period into a superb portrait of America
from 1945 through Watergate. Here is an era teeming with memorable events--from the bloody campaigns in
Korea and the bitterness surrounding McCarthyism to the assassinations of the Kennedys and Martin Luther
King, to the Vietnam War, Watergate, and Nixon's resignation. Patterson excels at portraying the amazing
growth after World War II--the great building boom epitomized by Levittown (the largest such development
in history) and the baby boom (which exploded literally nine months after V-J Day)--as well as the resultant
buoyancy of spirit reflected in everything from streamlined toasters, to big, flashy cars, to the soaring,
butterfly roof of TWA's airline terminal in New York. And he shows how this upbeat, can-do mood spurred
grander and grander expectations as the era progressed.
Of course, not all Americans shared in this economic growth, and an important thread running through the
book is an informed and gripping depiction of the civil rights movement--from the electrifying Brown v.
Board of Education decision, to the violent confrontations in Little Rock, Birmingham, and Selma, to the
landmark civil rights acts of 1964 and 1965. Patterson also shows how the Vietnam War--which provoked
LBJ's growing credibility gap, vast defense spending that dangerously unsettled the economy, and
increasingly angry protests--and a growing rights revolution (including demands by women, Hispanics, the
poor, Native Americans, and gays) triggered a backlash that widened hidden rifts in our society, rifts that
divided along racial, class, and generational lines. And by Nixon's resignation, we find a national mood in
stark contrast to the grand expectations of ten years earlier, one in which faith in our leaders and in the
attainability of the American dream was becoming shaken.

The Oxford History of the United States
The Oxford History of the United States is the most respected multi-volume history of our nation. The series
includes three Pulitzer Prize winners, a New York Times bestseller, and winners of the Bancroft and Parkman
Prizes. The Atlantic Monthly has praised it as "the most distinguished series in American historical
scholarship," a series that "synthesizes a generation's worth of historical inquiry and knowledge into one
literally state-of-the-art book." Conceived under the general editorship of C. Vann Woodward and Richard
Hofstadter, and now under the editorship of David M. Kennedy, this renowned series blends social, political,
economic, cultural, diplomatic, and military history into coherent and vividly written narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Nelson:

The feeling that you get from Grand Expectations: The United States, 1945-1974 (Oxford History of the
United States Book 10) may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more
you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Grand Expectations:
The United States, 1945-1974 (Oxford History of the United States Book 10) giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Grand Expectations: The United States,
1945-1974 (Oxford History of the United States Book 10) instantly.

Frank Keating:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Grand Expectations: The United States, 1945-1974
(Oxford History of the United States Book 10) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Ruth Barnett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Grand Expectations: The United
States, 1945-1974 (Oxford History of the United States Book 10) e-book written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still doubt Grand Expectations: The United States, 1945-1974 (Oxford History of the United
States Book 10) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Margaret Pinson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your small
amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be learn. Grand



Expectations: The United States, 1945-1974 (Oxford History of the United States Book 10) can be your
answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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