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From Christopher Columbus to “first anthropologist” Friar Bernardino de Sahagún, fifteenth- and sixteenth-
century explorers, conquistadors, clerics, scientists, and travelers wrote about the “Indian” dances they
encountered throughout the New World. This was especially true of Spanish missionaries who intensively
studied and documented native dances in an attempt to identify and eradicate the “idolatrous” behaviors of
the Aztec, the largest indigenous empire in Mesoamerica at the time of its European discovery.

Dancing the New World traces the transformation of the Aztec empire into a Spanish colony through written
and visual representations of dance in colonial discourse—the vast constellation of chronicles, histories,
letters, and travel books by Europeans in and about the New World. Scolieri analyzes how the chroniclers
used the Indian dancing body to represent their own experiences of wonder and terror in the New World, as
well as to justify, lament, and/or deny their role in its political, spiritual, and physical conquest. He also
reveals that Spaniards and Aztecs shared an understanding that dance played an important role in the
formation, maintenance, and representation of imperial power, and describes how Spaniards compelled
Indians to perform dances that dramatized their own conquest, thereby transforming them into colonial
subjects. Scolieri’s pathfinding analysis of the vast colonial “dance archive” conclusively demonstrates that
dance played a crucial role in one of the defining moments in modern history—the European colonization of
the Americas.
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From reader reviews:

Kenton Marshall:

This Dancing the New World: Aztecs, Spaniards, and the Choreography of Conquest (Latin American and
Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Dancing the New World: Aztecs, Spaniards, and the Choreography
of Conquest (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) can be among the great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Dancing the New World: Aztecs, Spaniards, and the Choreography of Conquest (Latin American and
Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Henry Taylor:

The reserve with title Dancing the New World: Aztecs, Spaniards, and the Choreography of Conquest (Latin
American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) includes a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important
to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era
of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Jose Johnson:

This Dancing the New World: Aztecs, Spaniards, and the Choreography of Conquest (Latin American and
Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) is great publication for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Dancing the New World: Aztecs, Spaniards, and the Choreography of Conquest (Latin American and
Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Joaquin Bedard:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting on



the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Dancing the New World: Aztecs, Spaniards, and the
Choreography of Conquest (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) can be
the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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